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SAFETY AND BUILDINGS DIVISION 

Plumbing Product Review 

P.O. Box 2658 

Madison, Wisconsin 53701-2658 

TTY: Contact Through Relay 

 

Jim Doyle, Governor 

Richard J. Leinenkugel, Secretary 
 

December 4, 2009 

 

 
 

ADVANCED AERATION INC 
THOMAS P HICKEY 
102 MIDWAY INDUSTRIAL PARK 
ANGLETON  TX  77515 

 

 
Re: Description: CHEMICAL OR PHYSICAL RESTORATION FOR POWTS 
 Manufacturer: ADVANCED AERATION INC 
 Product Name: VBT ™  VACUUM BUBBLE ® TECHNOLOGY AERATORS 
 Model Number(s): MODEL SERIES 100, 201, 300, 601 

[DEVICE TO GENTLY MIX EFFLUENT TO REDUCE BOD/TSS; SEE ATTACHMENT FOR 
SERIES SPECIFICATIONS/PARAMETERS] 

 Product File No: 20090363 

The specifications and/or plans for this plumbing product have been reviewed and determined to be in compliance 
with chapters Comm 82 through 84, Wisconsin Administrative Code, and Chapters 145 and 160, Wisconsin 
Statutes. 

The Department hereby issues an approval based on the Wisconsin Statutes and the Wisconsin Administrative 
Code.  This approval is valid until the end of December 2014. 

This approval is contingent upon compliance with the following stipulation(s): 

• Installation and servicing of this product must be in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions.  A copy of 
the manufacturer's installation and servicing instructions must be given to the owner of the system. 

• This product must be utilized in accordance with the manufacturer's printed installation instructions and this 
product approval.  If there is a conflict between the manufacturer's installation instructions and the product 
approval, the product approval requirements will take precedence. 

• The outlet baffle of the septic tank, which has this product installed, must have installed an effluent filter capable 
of filtering particles of 1/8 inch in size or larger. 

• This product must be installed by a properly licensed plumber. 

• When this product is installed in a POWTS component, it is considered a modification of the existing POWTS.  A 
state sanitary permit must be obtained when this product is to be installed in a POWTS component.  Installation 
of this product may necessitate evaluation and further modification of the POWTS where this product will be 
installed.  Whichever reviewing agency (governmental unit or state) reviewed and approved the original POWTS 
plans, shall review the proposed modifications to the existing POWTS. 

• A copy of this approval letter and the manufacturer’s printed installation and maintenance instructions must be 
supplied to the buyer of this product and the property owner. 



ADVANCED AERATION INC 
Page 2 
December 4, 2009 
PRODUCT FILE NO. 20090363 
 

• Because many Commerce approved products are readily available for sale on the internet; it is important that 
buyers in Wisconsin are aware of approval stipulations for Commerce approved products.  For example, in the 
state of Wisconsin, the installation of this product/device in a POWTS requires a credentialed/licensed person, 
local or state plan review, and/or the issuance of a state sanitary permit.  See applicable codes—chs. Comm 5 
and 81-87, http://commerce.wi.gov/SB/SB-DivCodesListing.html.  It is recommended that when required (a 
credentialed/licensed person, plan review and a state sanitary permit), such information is included in written 
and electronic communications (brochures/advertisements/webpages, etc.) regarding this product/device. 

• When this product is installed in a POWTS component, a properly credentialed/licensed person must perform 
the installation. 

• The installation of this product requires a properly licensed person to perform the installation and requires 
issuance of a state Sanitary Permit by the governmental unit (county) prior to the installation taking place. 

• This device may be installed as a single unit or in multiples, depending on wastewater strength. 

• When this device receives wastewater from residential or commercial establishments, it shall produce an effluent 
with reduced BOD5 and TSS; this does not imply that the effluent will improve the performance of the sewage 
treatment tank.  No downsizing credit is given for the dispersal component or reduction in vertical separation to a 
limiting factor. 

• MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTION-- In cases where the device installation is intended to rehab a ponded 
dispersal component that is allowing surfacing or backing-up of wastewater, this condition must be alleviated 
prior to installation of the device. In order to verify that the POWTS is properly functioning, at 3, 6 and 12 months 
of continuous operation each installation must have a site investigation undertaken by a properly credentialed 
individual, see ch. Comm 5; the manufacturer may require a servicing contract and manufacturer-trained 
individuals.  Reports of such investigations must include at least observations noting the time interval, ponding, 
back-up or indicators of failure, depth of sludge, effluent for color, odor and clarity, and such report(s) to be filed 
with the respective county and copied to the owner. 

• The following shall apply to this device: 
.  The above listed models may only be installed in existing POWTS. 
.  The device must have an operating controller to signal power outage. 
.  All septic/trash tanks upstream must provide 24-hour detention. 
.  The manufacturer may require a service agreement and such serving individuals trained/licensed by 
manufacturer or to the manufacturer’s course curricula. 

• Additional information is included as attachment(s) to this letter; see attachment A. 

The department is in no way endorsing this product or any advertising, and is not responsible for any situation which 
may result from its use. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jean M. MacCubbin, CST 
Engineering Consultant--Plumbing Product Reviewer 
Commerce; Safety & Buildings Div. 
PO Box 2658 
201 W Washington Ave. 
Madison WI  53703-2658 
Phone:   608-266-0955; Fax: 608-283-7456 
E-mail:  Jean.MacCubbin@wisconsin.gov 


